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emerge 2013: Book Launch and Reading

Evening Schedule ~

Welcome!

From our emcee: Carleigh Baker 
Guest Editor: JJ Lee 
Carleigh introduces our mentors: Jen Currin (poetry);  
Charles Demers (non-fiction); Hiromi Goto (genre and YA);  
Timothy Taylor (fiction), Andrew Chesham  (emerge publisher) and 
Wayde Compton (Program Director)

Mentor Charles Demers

Author Readings - Part 1 
Candie Tanaka 
Isaac Torres 
Barbro Koch     
Mandy Ginson 
Chelene Knight 
Kait Fowlie 
Janet Fretter 
Kim Aippersbach 
Cary O’Malley

Mentor Jen Currin

Author Readings - Part 2 
Eric Torin 
Danielle DeMi 
Tahmeena Ali 
Jennifer Zilm 
Kiran Sunar 
Lindsay Glauser Kwan 
Rena Graham 
Natasha Barber 
Karen Faryna

Publisher Andrew Chesham

6 pm
 
Intermission 
Take advantage of this time to purchase your copy of emerge 2013

Mentor Hiromi Goto

Author Readings - Part 3 
Meharoona Ghani 
Melanie Bereza 
Kevin Kokoska 
Marda Miller 
Joanne Betzler 
Barbara Baydal 
Leah Ranada 
Kristy Storey 
Linda Hammond

Mentor Timothy Taylor

Author Readings - Part 4 
Leena Niemala 
Deborah Patton 
Matea Kulic 
Alison Brewin 
Cathy Hannick 
Romney Grant 
Sarah Brown 
Suzanne Demontigny 
Nikki Hillman

Gift and Door Prize Presentation

Program Director Wayde Compton

Thank you for joining us!

6:20 pm

7:00 pm

8:00 pm

8:40 pm

7:40 pm
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Welcome
emerge 2013 guest editor JJ LEE is a fashion columnist and the 
author of The Measure of a Man: The Story of a Father, a Son, and 
a Suit. The Measure of a Man chronicles a son’s attempt to alter his 
father’s sole surviving suit, while exploring their strained relationship 
and men’s fashion. Originally published in 2011, this engaging 
memoir was a finalist for many notable awards, including the 
Governor General’s Literary Award – Non-Fiction. 

CHARLES DEMERS is an author, humourist, and stand-up 
comedian who was born and raised in Vancouver. He is the author 
of the bestselling essay collection Vancouver Special, which was 
shortlisted for the Hubert Evans Non-Fiction Prize. According to 
Canadian Geographic, it “maps the city and navigates its more 
contentious points with comic wit....Demers explores the multiplicity 
of Vancouver so well that even his fellow locals will learn things they 
didn’t know about themselves.” Demers has also written a novel, The 
Prescription Errors, which was longlisted for the ReLit award. The 
Globe and Mail noted its “arresting characters and scenes humming 
with note-perfect dialogue,” saying that Demers’ “savvy is evident 
from the first pages.” As a stand-up comic, Demers has performed 
across the country for national television and radio audiences and at 
the prestigious Just For Laughs Festival. He is also one of the most 
frequently returning stars of the hit Canadian comedy The Debaters. 
CBC radio called him “truly one of the smartest comics out there.” 
He is the former co-host of Citytv’s nightly comedy newspanel, The 
Citynews List, and has written for TV, radio, the stage, the web, and for 
print and online publications such as The Tyee, The Georgia Straight, 
Event, rabble, sub-TERRAIN, and the now-dormant Seven Oaks 
Magazine, of which he was a founding editor.

JEN CURRIN was born and raised in Portland, Oregon, and did her 
schooling at Bard College (BA), Arizona State University (MFA), 
and Simon Fraser University (MA). Jen has published three books of 
poetry: The Sleep of Four Cities (Anvil Press, 2005), Hagiography 
(Coach House, 2008), and The Inquisition Yours (Coach House, 2010). 
The Inquisition Yours was shortlisted for the 2011 Dorothy Livesay 
Poetry Prize and a Lambda Literary Award. It won the Audre Lorde 
Poetry Award.

HIROMI GOTO is the award-winning author of many books for 
youth and adults. Her adult novel, Chorus of Mushrooms, was the 
recipient of the regional Commonwealth Writer’s Prize Award for best 
first book as well as the co-winner of the Japan-Canada Book Award. 
Her second adult novel, The Kappa Child, was awarded the James 
Tiptree Jr. Award. More recently, her young adult novel, Half World, 
won the 2010 Sunburst Award and the Carl Brandon Parallax Award. 
It was also long-listed for the IMPAC-Dublin Literary Award. Her 
latest YA publication, a companion book to Half World, is Darkest 
Light, published in 2012. 

TIMOTHY TAYLOR published his first novel, Stanley Park, in 
2001. It was an immediate bestseller and a critical success. He’s since 
published a prize-winning collection of short fiction, Silent Cruise, and 
two further bestselling and critically acclaimed novels, Story House 
and The Blue Light Project. The latter was awarded the CBC Bookie 
Prize in the literary fiction category. He is also the winner of the 
Journey Prize, and has been finalist or runner-up for six other major 
national fiction prizes in Canada, including the prestigious Giller Prize. 
His work has also been chosen as the “One Book One City” selection 
for Vancouver and named a finalist for Canada Reads.Taylor has also 
been widely published and recognized for his non-fiction magazine 
and newspaper work. He was the Big Ideas columnist for the Globe 
and Mail’s Report on Business Magazine for several years and has 
been winner or finalist in over 20 separate magazine awards, including 
six nominations in 2012 for national and western magazine awards 
in Canada.Taylor is a contributing editor at Vancouver Magazine and 
a regular contributor at EnRoute Magazine, Walrus, and Eighteen 
Bridges magazines. He has also written for Institutional Investor, The 
Wall Street Journal, Food & Wine, Western Living, The Vancouver 
Review, Toro Magazine, Saturday Night, Adbusters, the National Post, 
the Vancouver Sun, and many others.
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KIM AIPPERSBACH is a writer, an editor, a reader and a reviewer 
who is passionate about children’s literature. She works part-time 
editing children’s and young adult novels for Tradewind Books; 
she reviews Canadian children’s books for CM Magazine; and she 
reviews and discusses children’s and YA literature on her blog, Dead 
Houseplants. The Writer’s Studio is giving her the opportunity to 
finish her third YA novel. Kim hasn’t killed all of her houseplants and 
is enthusiastic and relatively successful at gardening. She is the mother 
of three chilchildren, all taller than her.

TAHMEENA ALI never considered herself a writer, let alone 
a creative writer until her rabid desire to read suggested a novel 
lurking within. She considers herself a prairie girl, but her recent 
transplantation to the West Coast has revealed a love of kayaking 
and allowed for the opportunity to participate in The Writer’s Studio. 
When she is not busy sewing, baking, reading, running (with or 
without her three kids), and of course, writing, she practices family 
medicine in the White Rock area.  

NATASHA BARBER is a clinical counselor and dietitian who lives 
in Whistler and works in Vancouver. She is wary of employing the title 
writer since it seems too new, like a toy fresh out of the packaging, 
though she has lofty dreams where the word will be listed first in her 
biography. Her own life experiences provide the foundation for all of 
her work regardless of genre and shaped the belief that words either 
box us in or set us free, a belief that drives her writing and her work as 
a therapist.

BARBARA BAYDALA is a resident of Ladner, B.C.. Raised as a 
scientist, she began writing after her father died of Alzheimer’s disease 
in 2006. Five years later she found herself unexpectedly writing 
poetry. She hopes one day to publish a collection of poems and prose 
about the real and imagined lives of her family, friends, and complete    
strangers she may or may not have encountered on the train to SFU. 
She lives with her husband and two sons. She loves history and 
volunteering with Dobson, her long-haired dachshund.

emerge 2013 Authors 
In alphabetical orderWAYDE COMPTON is the author of two books of poetry, 49th 

Parallel Psalm (1999), which was a finalist for the Dorothy Livesay 
BC Book Prize, and Performance Bond (2004). In 2001, he edited 
Bluesprint: Black British Columbian Literature and Orature, the 
first comprehensive anthology of writers of African descent in this 
province. His latest book, After Canaan: Essays on Race, Writing, and 
Region (2010), was shortlisted for the City of Vancouver Book Award, 
and its electronic version was chosen as an iTunes Book of the Week 
in 2012. He and Jason de Couto perform electronic sound poetry as 
a duo called “The Contact Zone Crew”. Compton is a co-founding 
member of the Hogan’s Alley Memorial Project, an organization 
dedicated to researching and documenting Vancouver’s historical 
black community. He is also one of the publishers of Commodore 
Books. Compton is currently working on a collection of short stories.

Andrew Chesham has worked in the publishing industry since 
2006. He began his publishing career in Newcastle, Australia, where 
he worked with various literary organizations. From 2006-2009, he 
worked with Catchfire Press, a non-profit, volunteer-run literary press. 
In his time at Catchfire, Andrew was an editor, administrator,  
photographer, and writer. While in Australia, Andrew also assisted 
at the Hunter Writer’s Centre (HWC), a literary hub dedicated to 
supporting new and established writers of the Hunter region of New 
South Wales. For HWC, Andrew provided clerical assistance for the 
Newcastle Poetry Prize, Australia’s largest poetry competition. He 
was also a writer, photographer and editor for Scrawl on the Wall, a 
book which documented and preserved the cell-wall etchings in the 
Hunter Street Lockup. In 2013, Andrew graduated from Simon Fraser 
University with a Master of Publishing. Currently, Andrew works 
in the Writing and Communications Program (WCP) at SFU. He is 
the publisher of emerge, an annual anthology published by WCP. He 
teaches a course on book production in The Writer’s Studio (TWS) . 
He is also a freelance publishing consultant, editor, print designer and 
ebook designer, who has created ebooks for UBC Press, Douglas & 
McIntyre, Otter Press and self-published authors.
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DANIELLE DEMI is a dancer/choreographer turned writer. DeMi 
began blending her artistic expressions in her 2012 presentation 
of Relate, a politically and socially challenging piece that DeMi 
conceived, wrote, and choreographed; she also produced an 
accompanying documentary. Relate was the catalyst of Danielle’s 
progression into writing, for which TWS 2013 is the launch pad. For 
Danielle this has been a life-changing year, and she is very grateful for 
the wonderful people who have guided and accompanied her through 
it.

KAREN FARYNA is a local high school English/art teacher and 
emerging writer. In her late twenties, she lived for three years in 
Okinawa, Japan, where she worked, traveled and wrote extensively. 
This experience was a major influence on her desire to become a 
writer. She writes short and long fiction with a penchant for magical 
realism. Presently, Karen is working on a novel entitled The Prophesy, 
which explores themes involving identity, social media, apocalypse, 
and the self-help industry. It is set in the Lower Mainland and Mexico. 
Karen currently resides in Richmond, BC with her husband and two 
sons. 

KAIT FOWLIE has recently started reading and writing a lot, and 
plans to never stop. She derives inspiration from her cohort at TWS, 
her work at the Women’s Health Collective, and exploring new cities. 
She hopes to finish her first novel this year. Although Kait does not 
have any work featured in the anthology, she assisted in its production 
as marketing manager.

JANET FRETTER is a ‘writer interrupted’ and a recovering 
administrator. In her youth she wrote fiction for school-based literary 
magazines, but then took a 30-year detour into business writing and 
marketing. Janet returned to fiction in 2012 as a participant in SFU’s 
Southbank Writer’s Program; she sustains that momentum now as a 
member of the fiction cohort in TWS 2013. She is currently working 
on a novel and a series of short stories.

MELANIE BEREZAN is a Vancouver writer, adventure seeker, 
traveler and mom of four young superheroes. Melanie has been a 
feature contributor for publications including Gal Time, Mom Central, 
and Diets in Review. She co-founded GirlGetStrong, a profitable 
online fitness magazine. Always in search of new adventures,                          
Melanie joined TWS in 2013 and is currently working on her first 
novel. For more information about Melanie visit: MelanieBerezan.
com

JOANNE BETZLER spent fifteen years in garden centre retail 
management dodging the lure of creative writing. Her writing 
focused on horticulture articles and reports for GardenWorks and BC 
Landscape and Nursery Trades. Occasionally, she dashed off a short 
story or personal essay, then hid it on the hard drive. Now, she has 
three projects in the works: a short story collection, a creative non-
fiction project based on her great-grandmother, and a novel. An avid 
gardener, she works part-time for Clearline Chartered Accountants and 
lives in New Westminster with her husband Grant and their dog Flint. 

ALISON BREWIN was an active writer in the ’90s, publishing a 
short story in Queer View Mirror Two and completing her first novel, 
but birthing children and income-earning interrupted. TWS has 
allowed her to jump back into her first love – fiction writing. She is 
learning and growing as a writer under the watchful eye of mentor 
Hiromi Goto and her genre-fiction group. Between building her novel, 
she works as a consultant to non-profits and raises amazing children 
with her spouse and their East Van extended family.

SARAH CHRISTINA BROWN is a recent graduate of the 
University of the Fraser Valley, where she majored in English. She 
now lives in Vancouver and divides her time between work, TWS, 
freelance music journalism and collecting cat paraphernalia. Her 
work has recently been published in The Louden Singletree, UBC’s 
Discorder, and Jamspace Magazine. 

SUZANNE DE MONTIGNY was an elementary music teacher for 
over 20 years, where she discovered kids loved her stories. Her first 
novel, The Shadow of the Unicorn: The Legacy, was released by Muse 
It Up Publishing in November of 2012. She lives in Burnaby with the 
three loves of her life – her husband and two boys. 
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MEHAROONA GHANI is a poet born and raised in Golden, B.C. 
She has an MA in Gender and Development from the Institute of 
Development Studies in the UK. She had a 20-year career in the 
B.C. Provincial Government. Included in these years, she was the 
director of multiculturalism and anti-racism programs. Now living 
in Vancouver, she gets a kick out of genre-bending and pushing 
boundaries. Inspired by music, art, mysticism, spiritual and oral 
traditions, myths and legends, and classic poets like Rumi, she 
reclaims and reoccupies the space between the marginalized and 
hybrid identities – the hyphen in Canadian-South Asian.

MANDY GINSON completed undergraduate degrees in English 
and Fine Arts and has subsequently worked in Visual Arts as an 
administrator and curator. She has published essays and interviews 
with artists in arts journals such as Canadian Art and C and is 
currently producing an editorial project for 221A, an artist-run centre, 
commissioning creative texts and experimental writing from artists. 
She is in the fiction group.

RENA GRAHAM is a dual citizen of the US and Canada and 
grateful for her opportunity to study at TWS. She is drawn to plain 
prose writing that speaks deeply of the human condition. Culturally 
rich work that stretches the confines of realism has left deep sensory 
impressions and an influence on her writing. She is currently in 
rewrites on her first novel, Soul Circus, an adaptation of a screenplay. 
It will be e-published by Premise Publications, a writer’s collective in 
Los Angeles. She is also writing a series of narrative non-fiction short 
stories gleaned from her own rich life experience.

ROMNEY GRANT’s career tracks her steady migration from the left 
to the right brain. A former lawyer, and producer of three television 
series, she currently works as a freelance copywriter, videographer, 
business consultant, project manager, and is Board Chair of My 
Mother’s Story, a multi-platform community-based initiative honoring 
the history of women. Romney co-wrote a CBC drama short and 
contributed a monthly column, Divine Intervention, for Vancouver 
View magazine. With several short stories cruising publishers’ in-
boxes, Romney is working on her first (completed) novel. An avid 
gardener and spiritual omnivore, Romney lives with her family in 
North Vancouver.

LINDA HAMMOND is a writer living in North Vancouver. 
Currently, she is completing a creative non-fiction project. She works 
as a counselor and teacher.

CATHY HANNICK grew up surrounded by sugarcane fields in 
South Africa, and moved to Canada where she was swept up by 
a career in software development. She recently escaped and has 
discovered the joy of creative writing; she writes as a way to explore 
herself and ruminate upon the issues of the day. She lives with her 
partner and two delightful daughters on the Sunshine Coast, and can 
frequently be found roaming the beaches and forest trails with her 
chocolate Labrador. 

NIKKI HILLMAN used to think that everyone eavesdropped on 
conversations, jotted down favourite lines and quotes, or made up 
stories about people on the street. During the summer of 2012, she 
enrolled in the SFU’s Southbank Writer’s Program, where she found 
a community of kindred spirits. Currently enrolled in TWS, Nikki is 
working on a series of short stories based on memories of her holidays 
spent in Penticton. She lives with her husband, two sons, and a crazy 
cat. 

CHELENE KNIGHT writes regularly for Urban Baby and Toddler 
magazine and Amazing Canadian Fashion magazine, but her first love 
is poetry. She has been writing poetry in secret since she was a kid, 
and is now focused on compiling a poetry manuscript. Chelene’s work 
is deeply rooted in learning and accepting her struggles being of mixed 
ethnicity and her experiences from childhood to adulthood. She stands 
strong in her chosen position as a young, hardworking single parent. 
Chelene writes from the ear— finding inspiration within every soulful 
lyric, sound, rhythm and beat. 

BARBRO KOCH lives in Panorama Ridge with her husband 
Edward. Her role as an educator, facilitating literacy, has been her 
dream career for many years. She has now moved on to creative 
pursuits, acting in community theatre, singing locally, and writing her 
heart out with a passion. Barbro longs to find her voice in writing. She 
writes of relationships, personal life, and issues of mental health. She 
is currently working on a crime non-fiction novella and an ongoing 
collection of prose poetry entitled Fifty Shades of Vegetables. 
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KEVIN KOKOSKA spends his days working with at-risk youth at a 
Vancouver homeless shelter. By night, he works with equally at-risk 
youth at a Granville street nightclub.

MATEA KULIĆ is a writer and literacy tutor living in Vancouver. 
She is a founding member of  The Haro as a writer and editor. She 
has been published in local magazines Ricepaper and The Liar, and 
engages with the strangers who mentor her on the page through her 
blog. You will most likely find Matea swimming in her spare time. 
She hopes to complete her manuscript, Baba, under the mentorship of 
Jen Currin in her year at TWS.

LINDSAY GLAUSER KWAN is a writer of many genres. She was 
editor of the Vancouver Book Club section of Vancouver Is Awesome, 
where she promoted the idea of the 100-mile library through 
interviews, reviews, and articles about local authors and the literary 
community. During TWS this year, she is working on a memoir.

MARDA MILLER was forced into writing during the summer 
before Grade 4. She really wanted to be a rock star, but had to embrace 
her fate: she was to become a writer instead. Her first published story 
was online at Pure Slush and since then, she’s never looked back. She 
currently lives in Vancouver, B.C., writing frisky flash-fiction and 
stirring short stories. When she’s not drowning herself in caffeine, she 
is probably watching hockey.

LEENA NIEMELA’s writing is a mix of memories and wishful 
thinking that explores her Finnish heritage, the coincidence of found 
poetry, and mysterious workings of language and the writing life. After 
completing SFU’s Southbank Writer’s Program in 2012, she made the 
leap to The Writer’s Studio and hasn’t looked back since. She lives in 
New Westminster with her husband and their motley crew of pets.

CARY O’MALLEY grew up in Surrey long enough ago to be 
nostalgic about it, but not as long ago as a former student thought, 
when she was asked, “Did they have electricity back then?” She came 
to TWS through SFU’s Southbank Writer’s Program and has loved 
both programs. Cary is currently working on a memoir that is in search 
of a style, but constantly gets sidetracked by other poems that have to 
be written, the most recent being on the life and death of a werewolf. 

DEBORAH PATTON wrote her first book, Addy Revisited, in 2005. 
In 2011, she decided to write a second book but quickly came to the 
realization that she needed a better understanding of the craft. She 
retired from her profession as a Vocational Rehabilitation Consultant 
and has poured her energies into honing these skills. Her writing is 
described as powerful. 

LEAH RANADA liked to draw as a child, but foolishly decided that 
writing was easier. Born and raised in the Philippines, she moved to 
Canada in 2006. She writes fiction and plans to explore all genres in 
her lifetime. She hopes her love for cooking doesn’t get in the way.

KRISTY STOREY is in the non-fiction cohort at TWS 2013 and 
has felt privileged to be a part of the program. Her earliest memory 
of writing was in grade four when one of her stories was published in 
her elementary school’s anthology. Ever since then, she’s dabbled here 
and there with writing memoir pieces, short stories and articles - all for 
personal enjoyment and growth. She believes in proper punctuation, 
good grammar and spelling words correctly. 

KIRAN SUNAR holds a graduate degree in English from UBC and a 
BA in Asian Religions and Gender Studies. Kiran is a member of the 
Slugicorn Queer Writing Group and is currently working on a blog 
project entitled Punjabi Missed Connections. With the support of the 
genre-fiction group, Kiran is working on a manuscript circling the    
question of what we lose in the fog of diaspora, gender, queerness, and 
trauma. Visit Kiran at: kiransunar.wordpress.com

CANDIE TANAKA is currently working on a first novel with a 
working title of Tanaka & Co., and hopes to publish at least three 
copies of it. There are also a series of poems about a previous 
occupation currently marinating but not quite cooked yet. Candie 
loves lists of alliteration, funny people, frozen yogurt, fast women, and 
further education. Candie studied Intermedia at Emily Carr College 
of Art and Design and had a first solo show at Artspeak Gallery that 
explored the theme of archiving with microfilm. A favourite artistic 
project involves a custom rubber stamp. Just ask!

emerge2013_program.indd   12-13 13-10-11   2:48 PM



emerge 2013 Program 

14

ERIC TORIN makes computer games for a living, a vocation 
that lies somewhere between parking tickets and ice cream on the 
fun scale. He lives in Vancouver without Ian, the cat he has always 
wanted.

ISAAC TORRES is a writer of fantasy, horror, and science fiction. 
He is a game designer who wants more games that move the audience 
through story. He is a programmer who is eager to prove his worth. 
But above all, he is a lover of stories in all shapes and forms, and 
wants to share his own with the world.

JENNIFER ZILM’s poetry has been published in Vallum, Quills, 
Prism, SB Quarterly, Room and The Antigonish Review. She was 
recently shortlisted for Arc’s Poem of the Year Contest and CV2’s 
Two-Day Poetry Contest. She has an MA from UBC and was a 
doctoral candidate in Early Judaism and Christianity at McMaster 
University. Her academic articles have been published in Women in 
Judaism and in Poetry and Prayer in the Dead Sea Scrolls. Her TWS 
manuscript, Waiting Room: Appointment Poems, explores academic 
culture, outreach work, dentist appointments and therapy. She works 
in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside, studies libraries, and always 
writes poetry.

emerge
Book Launch and Reading 
5:30pm reception with cash bar. Program begins at 6:00pm.

Buy the paperback
$21.00 including taxes, at the book table.
To purchase books after tonight, visit www.sfu.ca/emerge 
 or contact twsinfo@sfu.ca

eBook Available: Amazon.com and Kobobooks.com

Tweet and Post About This Event:  
#emergetws2013 | @Emerge_TWS2013

Thank you
The Writer’s Studio Class of 2013 wishes to thank the following
people for their help and support throughout the year:

Andrew Chesham, TWS Program Assistant
Betsy Warland, former Program Director
Cottage Bistro
Carrie Saxifrage, Mentor Apprentice, Non-Fiction
Carleigh Baker, Mentor Apprentice, Fiction
Wayde Compton, Program Director 
Jen Currin, Timothy Taylor,  
Hiromi Goto, Charles Demers: our TWS mentors

Generous sponsors and partners for tonight’s event include:
Program printing sponsored by Janie Chang, TWS 2011  

and author of Three Souls.
The Writing & Communications Program.(SFU)
Calabash Bistro
Barbara Baydala
Clearline Chartered Accountants (Joanne Betzler)
Jen Currin
Fretter Design Inc. (Janet Fretter)
Nikki Hillman (Blenz Coffee)
Chelene Knight (Starbucks)
Leena Niemela
Betsy Warland
Melanie Berezan

2013
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